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Meeting Time and Place: 

Sunday, November 16, 2025 

Time: 2:30 pm 
 

Show & Tell entry is 2:00-2:20 

Program: “Orchid Essentials” 

A narrated PowerPoint by Frank 

Zachariah 
 

Place:  St. James Episcopal Church 

Youth Building 

1546 Albert Street, Alexandria, LA 

71301 

 

Refreshments: Heather Wilfert 

Central Louisiana Orchid Society Officers 
 

President –Russel Deroche, Jr. 

Vice President – Richard Smith 

Secretary –Heather Wilfert 

Treasurer – Jim Barnett 

Director –Al Taylor 

Director – Andrea Mattison 

SWROGA Director#1 – Eron Borne 

SWROGA Director#2 –Heather Wilfert 

AOS Representative –Eron Borne 

ODC Representative – Andrea Mattison 

Conservation Rep - Jim Barnett 

Newsletter Editor – Eron Borne 

Show& Tell – Al Taylor 

Webmaster – Eron Borne 

 

 

   President’s Message 
   

 

Winter has made it presence known with a 

short freeze.  Hope everyone was prepared 

for the short cold spell.  If you brought plants 

in from outside be sure to check for any 

hitchhikers that may be in your pots or on the 

plants.  You should have given some of your 

orchids a cool spell to initiate flower spikes 

by now.  

If you haven’t already, you might want to 

consider getting your flu shots for the 

coming season.  Outbreaks can set you back 

for some time, especially if you attend a lot of 

parties during this season, or you’re an avid 

shopper.  

Remember, the November meeting is when 

we officially vote on the officers for next year.  

Jim B. has sent his resignation as treasurer 

because of his hip fracture.  So, I will put my 

name in for treasurer for next year.  

Happy growing and blooming, 

Russel Deroche, Jr. 

 

 



 

 

November meeting 

“Orchid Essentials” 
A program created and narrated by Frank Zachariah of the Baton 

Rouge Orchid Society. 

 

Frank Zachariah says he had been killing orchids for several 

years when he decided to join the Baton Rouge Orchid Society. 

Each year since he has gotten a little better. He has learned a 

few things over the composted remains of some precious (and 

expensive) orchids. The program is called 'Orchid Essentials' 

and will break down into simple categories some basic culture 

facts that should help you improve the survival and blooming 

of your collection. 

 

 



 

Tip of the Month 

General Orchid Growing Tips 

Short days and cold nights necessitate adjustments for both plants and growers. 

Reduce water and fertilizer gradually until you reach your winter target, about half 

that of the summer levels. Don't fertilize winter dormant orchids (Catasetinae, 

Callista and Dendrobium section Dendrobiums, Calanthes, etc.) after Thanksgiving. 

Prepare your plants for their winter home. Inspect them, remove dead leaves and 

sheaths with a sterile tool, and spray for pests if necessary. Protect them when 

temperatures are projected to drop below their winter minimum acceptable 

temperature. 

Cattleyas: Retie your cattleyas to support the new growth and orient the new 

growth toward the sun. Bloom sheaths may be showing signs of yellowing. 

Autumn's more pronounced temperature fluctuation can lead to water 

condensation inside the sheath, hastening the normal process of senescence, so 

yellowing sheaths should be carefully removed to preserve the bud primordia 

within to prevent water condensation from rotting it. The sheaths can be safely 

removed by slitting open and peeling down toward the pseudobulb. New growths 

of Cattleya skinneri may have dried sheaths, do not remove them. 

Dendrobiums: For the commonly available phalaenopsis type dendrobiums, 

protect them when temperatures are projected to drop down to 55 or 60 F. The 

winter dormant dendrobiums (nobiles, seminobiles and callista section) should be 

separated from your other plants so you can easily reduce the water and fertilizer 

they receive through Thanksgiving. Shoot for minimum temperatures of 40 F. 

Martin Motes, PhD, is the author of Florida Orchid Growing, which gives advice for orchid 

growers in Florida. As Louisiana conditions are almost the same, it pertains to us also. 

 

 

 

      November Birthdays       

Jacob Dickens (Nov 11), David Remedios (Nov 21) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Central Louisiana Orchid Society 

Meeting Minutes 

October 19, 2025 

 

1.0 Call to Order 

 

President Russel called the meeting to order at 14:46   

 

2.0 Approval of Previous Minutes  

 

Minutes were approved from the previous month’s meeting by all members. 

 

 

3.0 Officer Reports 

 

3.1 President Report  

 

Birthdays for October are, Eron Borne Oct. 5th. 

 

3.2 Vice President Report 

 

Not present 

 

3.3 Treasurer Report 

 

The treasurer report was given by Russel.     

3.3.1   Checking account is stable   

3.3.2   Raffle Tickets for sale – Many items were donated for the raffle this month.  Everyone 

was encouraged to buy tickets.   

       

 

3.4 Secretary Report – Not present 

 

4.0 Old Business 

 

4.1 Discussed future raffle plants and decided members would continue bringing plants for raffle 

 4.2 Eron and Al will be on the nominating committee for the next election of 2026 officers 

 

5.0 New Business 

 

5.1 Annual Christmas Bingo Party will be held on Sunday December 14th.  

5.2 Al volunteered to check on dates and order AOS trophy and fill out AOS form for the next show 

 

6.0 Program 

 

6.1 Eron Borne presented Charles Darwin’s “Little Book of Orchids” and his Theory of Evolution 

 



7.0 Raffle and Show & Tell 

 

Raffle Winners:  Several plants were again donated for the drawing today and nearly every member won 

one or more plants! 

Door Prize Winner:  ? 

 

Linda Roberts provided the refreshments this month. 

 

Show and Tell voting and winners presented as follows: 

 

 Best Grown Plant: Blc. Roman Holiday ‘Bonze Prince’ – Myrna 

 

 Cattleya Alliance: 1st – Blc. Roman Holiday ‘Bonze Prince’ – Myrna 

         2nd – Lc. Catahoula Sunset - Andrea 

         3rd  (tie) – C. Marjorie Hausermann ‘York’ AM/RHS  HCC/AOS – Myrna 

      C. - NOID - Andrea 

        

 All Others Group:  1st (tie) – Waironara Tango Fire – Andrea 

        V. Yellow Butterfly - Eron 

          2nd – Den. Raspberry - Myrna 

           

There was no other business.   

 

 

8.0 Adjournment  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 16:03.   

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Heather A. Wilfert/RJD 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Show and Tell Winners - Cattleya Category  

     

1st – Blc. Roman Holiday ‘Bonze Prince’ – Myrna (also best grown),  2nd – C. Catahoula Sunset - Andrea,       
3rd (Tie)– C. NOID – Andrea (above right),  3rd (Tie) – C. Marjorie Hausermann ‘York’ HCC/AOS – Myrna 
(below left),                                                                           Myrna with her best grown cattleya (below right) 

       

 



Other Category  

     

1st (tie) – Waironara Tango Fire – Andrea, 1st (tie) – V. Yellow Butterfly – Eron,  2nd – Den. Raspberry - Myrna 

Show & Tell Table (below) 

   



The following is provided courtesy of Ray Barkalew of First Rays Orchids, at www.firstrays.com. 

PESTICIDE RESISTANCE 

 

The use of pesticides is, unfortunately, broadly misunderstood, and misuse can 

lead to bigger and worse problems. 

You may have heard me advise the use of the "three times at one week 

intervals" regimen, treating thoroughly each time, but folks have a tendency to 

spray once and hope they've controlled the pest.  The reason that can be a 

problem is multifold. 

For one, "thorough" may be misapplied - I recommend spraying ALL exposed 

plant surfaces to dripping AND drenching the potting medium.  In collections in 

which multiple plants are grown near each other, spray ALL your plants at every 

treatment. 

Secondly, please understand that most pesticides  - including systemics - only 

kill adults, leaving eggs and immature critters that can later mature and 

reproduce.  The goal of repeated, thorough treatments is to kill newly-maturing 

adults before thy can do so. 

Third - and the core of this article - is that, just like every other living creature, 

pest populations carry a wide genetic distribution, so what affects one may not 

affect another.  How many times have you gotten sick, but someone in the same 

household or workplace only gets a mild version or doesn't get ill at all?  The 



same is true of bugs' reaction to toxins.  Here's the scenario: 

                 

■ A population has genetic variation, so a few individuals may have traits that 

make them less susceptible to a particular pesticide.  

■ When pesticides are applied, the susceptible insects are killed, but the 

resistant ones survive.  

■ The surviving, resistant individuals reproduce, with some of their offspring 

inheriting the resistance genes.  

■ With repeated applications, the proportion of resistant individuals in the 

population increases over time, and the pesticide becomes less effective. 

[Fortunately, OrganiShield is not a toxin, so resistance development does not 

apply.] 

There are several mechanisms that can lead to pesticide resistance, including: 

■ Metabolic resistance, in which the insect produces more enzymes that can 

break down the pesticide, making it ineffective. 

■ Changes in target sites, where a mutation in the gene for a protein that the 

pesticide targets can change the protein's structure. This modification makes 

the pesticide unable to bind effectively, rendering it harmless.  

■ Penetration resistance caused by the insect's outer layer, or cuticle, becoming 

thicker, slowing the rate at which the pesticide can penetrate it.  

■ Excretion or sequestration occurs when the critter has developed the ability to 

excrete the absorbed toxin quickly or "sock it away" in a location that is less 

harmful. 

Then, of course, it is also possible the bugs can learn to simply hide from the 

treatment - another good reason for doing "thorough" treatments. 

One last point about "pesticide rotation":  rather than doing the first treatment 

with "pesticide A", followed by "B", then "C", the better practice is to use a 



single pesticide for all three treatments targeting a single outbreak, then, if you 

see a pest resurgence a month or so after the third treatment, repeat the entire 

process using a pesticide having a different mode of action (MOA - 

the Commercial Pesticide Guide on our website can be very helpful finding 

alternatives).  If nothing else, that may save you money by avoiding the 

purchase of another pesticide, and it certainly improves the safety and 

environmental impact over using several without needing to. 

 
 

Until next time...   Good Growing! 
  

 

 

https://eot.firstrays.com/f/a/DLwyLFlp0XxBPFuEHW9u7Q~~/AAAHURA~/ENLHNmCYT_5SzgUiQY-O1_8VKVvyruvKpS8EECgxOQ4JpZShUGF4IwGo5B9gM_tqlt25oumhnDNisA0kX4-G0yhkI1lFSmRgXJl_kg6s7c8JtkLtTCiS_PvMWVmH96WFhU27fWcYx-92Xhx4Cby0ZtrmIn51--0mHEd7k_XKx2yzoQUTlCLtAGGvVQuFTePN


Upcoming Orchid Shows 

 



 



   

2025 November AOS Corner – for Affiliated Societies 

We encourage use of the AOS website by all members. 

Got Orchids?  
The American Orchid Society website is your portal to knowledge for all things orchid. The AOS website, 
along with ongoing Webinars and OrchidPro, offers a plethora of information to help you grow and show 
your orchids to peak performance. We encourage use of the AOS website by ALL orchid growers. The next 
best place to learn about the orchids that will thrive in your area, is to attend and become involved in your 
local Affiliated Society meetings. 
 
Webinars offer new material each month and recorded sessions allow you to search a multitude of topics to 
view on your personal schedule. The popular monthly Greenhouse Chats are open to everyone. AOS 
membership is not required. However, if you are an AOS member there are so many more webinars available 
to view.  
Whether you are new to the hobby or an established successful grower, there is always more to learn. 
Review the AOS website.  
 

 

 
 
 

https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/6rKq6/6/eIC/B4D/69WwTR/ip5qxOWPI/P/P/Yf
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/6rKq6/s/eIb/B4D/69WwTR/v505P6PP5v/P/P/Yf
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/6rKq6/v/eIO/B4D/69WwTR/wLwiayUJF/P/P/Yf
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/6rKq6/z/eIC/B4D/69WwTR/tRSlhJHlA/P/P/Yf
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/6rKq6/U/eIu/B4D/69WwTR/6VDlaWsPyy/P/P/Yf
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/6rKq6/j/eAP/B4D/69WwTR/vMzF9GnMiB/P/P/Yf


Upcoming AOS Webinars for AOS Members  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

* Orchid Word of the Month *  
Broughtonia (brow-TOH-nee-ah) 

 



MESSAGE FROM THE AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY PRESIDENT  

 

Sitting on the deck of a cruise ship in Alaska, it is 46 degrees, it is rather difficult to 
think about orchids. What I have learned over the years is that territory we may 

consider barren or desolate can be rich with orchids. Here unexpectedly, while visiting 
the Mendenhall Glacier Park, on the side of this obscure little trail, lay some “naked 

corral root orchid”, (Corallorhiza), and some “twayblades”, (Neottia) said well I am an 
orchid freak! Growing under some tall trees in a bit of boggy soil, it points out that 

these plants are resilient and can survive even Alaskan winters. They get 170 inches 
of snow and I guess that is a good insulator when it is that thick. The temperatures 

can get pretty cold but under all that snow maybe not so much. It underscores Mother 
Nature’s ability to create and maintain beautiful orchids no matter where you go. In 
that spirit, I recommend, if you are able, to take a trip to see orchids in their natural 
habitats. Not only is it refreshingly beautiful, but usually good exercise as well. Best, 
however, is meeting new orchid friends and then you find out you are not alone in 
your passion for orchids! My husband and I have traveled to Brazil’s many cultural 
ranges with Francisco Miranda, noted ecotour guide. Not only was it a hoot, but we 

learned and saw so much and in so many places. Whoda thunk it? We found orchids 
in rocks, in sand out on the beach, and even high up in the mountains where we were 
so cold. We saw Cattleya coccinea in trees covered with ice. We found Laelia plants 

growing in crevasses in 110 degree sun. There are hundreds of tours with fun, 
knowledgeable leaders who will assure you a wonderful experience. As a piece of 

additional advice, read about the location first. Get familiar with the flora and fauna. If 
you don’t like heat, then go colder. If you don’t like cold, go warmer. Look at the 
season where you will travel. Is it when orchids are blooming? Take a trip to the 

Amazon when it is flood season? Sound crazy? Nope, you can see orchids, Cattleya 
and Oncidinae by the thousands in the trees because you are higher up due to the 

water level. Sounded nuts to me and several friends have done it and it was so worth 
it! And many orchids bloom under all that water. Incredible!! Take a trip to Nova Scotia 
or Michigan to see many North American wild orchids. I was always amazed that we 

had so many at a Girl Scout camp near our home in Michigan. There are tons of 
groups that offer tours. Check out Oregon and Washington. Lots of orchids there too. 

What is important is the fun you can have with other orchid nuts. Meet new friends 
and future travel buddies. All this and learning about orchids and how to protect them 
is just so rewarding. It may be cold now but now is the time to research trips, places 
and what you might want to see and how you would get there. It is so worth it to do 

the research, then get excited about the trip. Oh last thing. Very important! Our annual 
online fundraiser auction will be held Oct 28 starting at noon and ending at 9 pm, Nov. 

7th. This is your opportunity to get wonderful plants and we have like 30 of them up 
for auction. We thank our donors for these wonderful items. Fred, Bob, Frank and 

Allen, thank you so much for your kind donations. PLEASE EVERY SOCIETY 
MEMBER SHOULD SUPPORT OUR AOS TO PROMOTE OUR MISSION AND ALL 
OUR ACTIVITIES!!! And if you can, when donating support Better World for a bit of 

change as they provide our site free of charge. Till next month! cerins@aos.org 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 



*Remember, previous newsletters can be found at our 
Central Louisiana Orchid Society website under the 

About Us tab. 
https://www.centrallouisianaorchidsociety.org 

 
 
 
 

 
The American Orchid Society has a regional Judging Center that 
meets in Alexandria on the fourth Saturday of every month. The 
Central Louisiana Orchid Society sponsors the Louisiana Judging 

Center. If you are interested in joining the judging program, 
please contact CLOS members Al Taylor and Eron Borne. 

https://www.centrallouisianaorchidsociety.org/

