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From the President
Greetings! I hope everyone enjoyed last month’s program by
Fred Clarke on the Catesetum Alliance. Hopefully, it inspired
you to experiment with these unusual deciduous orchids! Our
society will purchase our next batch of raffle plants from Fred
later this fall and the order will include many from this alliance.
It is amazing how technology, through video conferencing,
allows us to virtually listen to any speaker from anywhere in
the world right here in Central LA, which we could never afford
to do otherwise. Many thanks to Connie and Wilton for
hosting the meeting at their home, allowing us to use their WiFi to connect with Fred.
I also want to highlight once again for those that missed our
August meeting that the CLOS presented Andrea with the
Orchid Digest Diamond Award. This special award was given to
Andrea for her tireless volunteering that she has done, and
continues to do for our society in anything that is needed.
Once we get the official write-up from the Orchid Digest
magazine, we will be sure to publish it in our newsletter.
This month on Sep. 22 is the Shreveport Orchid Society show.
This will also be the Fall SWROGA show, so there will be a
guest speaker that you may be interested in. Alan Koch, of
Gold Country Orchids in California, will be hosting two lectures.
Topics will be “Miniature Cattleyas for a Warm Climate” and
“Understanding the Genus Paphiopedilum” (with helpful hints
on how to grow the various species.) See you on Sunday,
September 16 at 2:30pm!
1.0
Eron

Call to Order

Meeting Time & Place
Sunday, Sept 16, 2018
Plant Entry 2:00 pm
Meeting time 2:30 pm
St. James Episcopal
Youth Building
1546 Albert Street,
Alexandria, LA

Refreshments-Doris
McGraw

Central Louisiana Orchid
Society Officers
President –Eron Borne
Vice President – Wilton
Guillory
Secretary –Janice Upton
Treasurer – Jim Barnett
Director-Linda Roberts
Director –Al Taylor
Director- Andrea Mattison
SWROGA Directors: Linda R
AOS Representative –Wilton
ODC Representative – Andrea
Mattison
Newsletter Editor – Connie
Guillory
Show& Tell –Rick Allardyce

August 2018 Show and Tell
All plants Eron Borne
Others Division
1. Milt. Goodale Moir
2. Phal Ox Prince
3. Phrag Silver Wings
Best Grown Ctna. Renate
Cattleya Division
1. L. leologgiglosa
2. C. cernua
3. Ctna Renate

Milt. Goodale Moir-Eron Borne

Milt. Goodale Moir-Eron Borne

Ctna Renate won Best Grown-Eron Borne

C. leoloddiglosa –Eron Borne

C. cernua –Eron Borne

Phrag. Silver Wings-Eron Borne

Phal Ox Prince-Eron Borne

Al Taylor presenting Andrea Mattison with the Orchid Digest Diamond Award

Andrea Mattison with her “Diamond Award” from Orchid Digest

Fred Clarke webinar at August meeting was a program on Catesetums.

August meeting held at the Guillory home on City Park Blvd. in Alexandria.

Allen Acres Orchid and Lily Days
August 26, 2018
Connie Guillory, guided by Dr. Charles Allen viewed the following orchids in
Vernon Parish on 8-26-18.

Platanthera ciliaris-Yellow Fringed Orchid-Vernon Parish 8-26-18

Platanthera ciliaris-Yellow Fringed Orchid

Platanthera integra-Yellow Fringless Orchid

Crippled Cranefly Orchid –Tipularia discolor
Crippled Cranefly Orchid –Tipularia discolor

All seen in Vernon Parish on 8-26-18

Pitcher Plants near the Fringed Orchids

Upcoming Orchid Events
Taken from SWROGA.org

Date/Time

Event

09/21/2018 - 09/22/2018

SWROGA Meeting and Shreveport Orchid Society Tabletop Show
Betty Virginia Park, Shreveport, LA, Shreveport LA

10/26/2018 - 10/28/2018

Pirate's Chest Of Orchids Calcasieu Orchid Society Fall 2018 Show
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Lake Charles Louisiana

11/03/2018 - 11/04/2018

Kansas Orchid Society Fall Show
Botanica The Wichita Gardens, Wichita Kansas

04/20/2019 - 04/21/2019

Tulsa Orchid Society Annual Show and Sale
The Tulsa Garden Center, Tulsa OK

05/04/2019 - 05/05/2019

Oklahoma Orchid Society Show and Sale
Will Rogers Garden Exhibition Center, Oklahoma City OK

09/13/2019 - 09/15/2019

Galveston Bay Orchids Society SWROGA Show
HILTON HOUSTON NASA CLEAR LAKE, Houston Texas

CALENDAR

Other Orchid Sites
The American Orchid Society
The Terrebonne Orchid Society
SWROGA (Southwest Regional Orchid Growers' Association)
The Houston Orchid Society
The Internet Orchid Species Photo Encyclopedia
Orchid Species Photographs by Eric Hunt
The Baton Rouge Orchid Society

THE SEPTEMBER 2018 AOS CORNER– From the desk of Denise Lucero, Vice Chair, American Orchid Society
Affiliated Societies Committee (Affiliated_Societies@AOS.org).
For newsletter editors: Orchid societies are welcome to reproduce the AOS Corner, in whole or in part, in their society
newsletters. We encourage promotion of AOS website use by your members.
AFFILIATED SOCIETIES

We’re excited, it’s just about time… The AOS Fall 2018 Members' Meeting, is being held in conjunction with the 19th
International Slipper Orchid Symposium and the International Phalaenopsis Alliance Members’ Meeting on October 31 November 3, 2018, in Apopka, Florida. If you love Paphs, this is a meeting you won’t want to miss. There will be an AOS
judging of individual plants (bench judging) as part of this event and a private BBQ at Krull-Smith Nursery on Saturday
night. Space is limited, so get your registration completed ASAP. If you would like to participate in judging, you’ll find a
separate registration tab that you also need to complete to be included. We look forward to seeing you.
Online registration is at: https://aosmembersmeeting.com/
One of the main goals of the Affiliated Societies Committee is to develop and share resources to help local societies thrive
as a benefit of their AOS affiliated membership. Besides the benefit of seeing old friends and making new friends with
those who share our passion for all things orchid, annual Spring and Fall AOS Members’ Meetings bring us together to
share our progress and develop new goals as an organization. It’s important that the AOS hears from you. Thanks to the
feedback we’ve received from Affiliates, we have a new document online that re-defines the Roles and Responsibilities of
the AOS and Affiliated Societies when co-hosting an AOS Judged Orchid Show with an AOS Meeting. As Deb Bodei,
Affiliated Societies Chair, noted in her recent “Update from the Chair” email, this document dispels the rumors and clarifies
responsibilities. We are currently looking for host societies for Spring 2019, Fall 2019, and Spring 2020 Members’
Meetings. Please share this document with your Board Members and consider having your society host a Members’
Meeting. Also, remember that if there are several societies in your area they can join together to co-host the event. The
Affiliated Societies Committee is here to answer your questions and to support you.
Check out the new document: http://www.aos.org/About-Us/Affiliated-Societies/Hosting-an-AOS-Meeting.aspx and drop us
an email at affiliated_societies_committee@aos.org with any questions you might have.
BREAKING NEWS! AOS President Susan Wedegaertner’s message in the September issue of ORCHIDS. This month she
tells us about the Membership Committee. As chair of the Membership Committee, Graham Ramsey is bringing his

enthusiasm and passion for orchids to the national level. Serving to maintain focus on member retention and new member
recruitment, the committee is working hard to improve the experience of our members. If you have ideas that will help us
grow or the desire to be an advocate for your fellow AOS members, drop Graham an email
at membership_committee@aos.org.
It’s now the time of year most societies are organizing end of year meetings. It’s the season we take stock and express our
gratitude and appreciation for those who have made valued contributions to our organizations. Remember that the AOS will
annually provide two beautiful, frameable Certificates of Appreciation to each society. Just drop an email
to TheAOS@AOS.org, with the request for certificates and the recipients' names.
Many of us are in show planning process again. Just a reminder that all shows can be added to the AOS calendar on a space
available basis, with Affiliated Society’s events having priority. Send all calendar requests, with your show details,
to TheAOS@AOS.org.
You have got to see the Kids’ Corner for ideas you can use at your show like Sorting Boxes, for an organizing and matching
activity using photos of orchids. It’s a fun and easy game. See other articles for instructions on how to create other
activities we’ve tested out. Please share your own ideas and experiences with the Education Committee
at sstubbings@comcast.net.
Thanks for all the pics that you are sending in for the Instagram feed. The feed just gets better and better. Personally, I’m
loving all the AOS award pics! We have some amazing growers out there! Our Instagram Administrator, Candace
Hollinger, sends her appreciation to you all. It’s wonderful to see such a variety of everything orchid that’s enjoyed around
the globe. Please remind your members that we would love pics of how they grow, what’s blooming now or anything they
love about orchids. Please continue to send your photos and short videos to: americanorchidsociety@gmail.com . Be sure
to send a short caption explaining your photo. Also, if you are bilingual and can include your caption in English plus your
other language(s)—it will help with our universal outreach.
Remember to check-in on our Facebook Group Page for Affiliated Societies of the American Orchid Society. We’ve
recently updated the posting rules for the page, so take a look at the “Announcements” at the top of the feed. We always
help each other by sharing so we’ve expanded and now allow Show Posters to be shared. Let us know how your show went
and what was successful for you or what didn’t quite make the mark. Our Administrator, Chad Brinkerhuff, monitors the
feed and is a great resource for all that the AOS has to offer. Keep us up to date on what’s going on at your local society
and let us know how we can help you.
Also, remember we have an updated List of Speakers to help you plan society meeting programs. You will now find the
Affiliated Societies link on the home page under the “About Us” heading.
And… Here’s a link to check it all out - http://www.aos.org/
CULTURAL SPOTLIGHT

Authored by Thomas Mirenda ~ Originally published in ORCHIDS August 2007
September: The Month of Unicorns - Orchids Often Cast a Spell for a Lifetime
While I don’t exactly know precisely when I became addicted to orchids, I do know it has been a really long time: decades
certainly. You would think after all the thousands of hours spent repotting, fertilizing and watering, not to mention all the
hiking boots and sweat socks ruined slogging down muddy rainforest trails and bogs in search of them, that orchids would
have lost some of their magic by now. Certainly some enthusiasts burn out, or get bored or overwhelmed, either by orchids
themselves or by life’s vicissitudes, and give up. Even so, once bitten by orchids, most of us end up with a life-long
fascination and love affair with them. Even larger than the orchidists’ hobby, is that of birders. Astonishing numbers of
people go out on treks to see birds all over the world and keep extensive life lists, “collections” of sightings, if you will, to
the point of obsession. I have often wondered why this is. Even though there are fewer orchidists than birders, some of the
same reasoning applies to us. There is the joy of collecting, the beauty and colors of our respective subjects, the excitement
of exploration and discovery, the science and mystery of their forms and habits, and the camaraderie of like-minded
individuals as well as that bit of friendly competition involved in growing and showing them.
There is one more factor that may make you laugh, but I think is part of the fun and appeal of orchids: the “unicorn effect.”
Birders talk about this as well. Seeing an orchid for the first time in the wild, or blooming a newly acquired orchid that you
have only seen in a book, is a bit similar to seeing a celebrity on the street. Sure, you have seen Brangelina’s films and read

about their lifestyles and habits, but an actual sighting can be exhilarating. So, it is for me every time a new orchid blooms in
my presence. It is as if some mythological creature I recognize from a story book or movie has suddenly appeared on a
remote trail or in my greenhouse or on my windowsill and allowed me to hold it and admire it up close and personal.
Orchids are definitely the celebrities of the plant world — they bring a little of their magic into our world every day. Their
presence in my life thrills me.
SUMMER BLOCKBUSTERS A long hot summer has finally ended, and cooler temperatures are starting to prevail.
Whether your orchids summered outside or in, the return of cool nights triggers many orchids to initiate flower spikes. The
summer heat, particularly hot nights, can be stressful for many intermediate-growing species and hybrids. Often plants that
may have stopped growing in July and August will now resume as temperatures begin to replicate those of their montane
habitats. Look at plants carefully now for new tender emerging spikes and renewed root growth.
THE CONCESSION STAND No, do not give your orchids hot buttered popcorn and gigantic $5 sodas. But they do want
nutrients this month, so do not forget to fertilize them just because it has gotten cooler. If you have young plants that are not
old enough to bloom, you can still fertilize with a higher nitrogen formula and let them continue to grow vegetatively.
However, if your plants are blooming size, you may want to get away from high nitrogen formulas at this time or you could
inhibit blooming on cymbidiums, dendrobiums and phalaenopsis, which should be forming spikes soon as the long nights
increase, and the nighttime temperatures drop.
GOTTA WEAR SHADES Unlike mega celebrities who need their sunglasses, so they will not be easily recognized, orchids
continue to need shade as protection from the hot and sunny days that are still likely to occur this month. Do not be lulled
into thinking that direct sun will not harm your plants. Even though the effects of high light are lessened when temperatures
are cooler, there is still potential for plants to burn. Careful attention must be paid during this transition period. Weather
becomes less stable and predictable. It is even possible that some cold or violent weather can appear. So, it is always best to
be prepared for this eventuality.
BACK IN THE MANSION Orchids have been summering outside and now is the time to begin prepping the indoor
growing area for their return. Whether it is a greenhouse, a windowsill, a lightroom or a terrarium, a little preplanning
cleaning, sterilizing and organizing will allow for carefree transitions of the plants as the cold season approaches. It is also
advisable to check out the plants for hitchhikers, such as weeds, insects and parasites. You want a “star pad” for your
orchids, not for oxalis or mealybugs. Take some time to individually go through those plants outside and find and treat any
critters that may be thinking they are part of the entourage. Expel them now before they move in and take over.
PAPARAZZI With the blooming season about to resume, you should make sure cameras are ready for what will likely be
an excellent set of blooms on your collection, for your newer plants, the approaching blooms are anticipated as much as
long-awaited film premiers and their red-carpet moments. This is also a chance to document your successes and failures.
Keep a notebook of your orchids each year. It is fun to see how they progress, especially if you have raised them from baby
plants into spectacular or hulking specimens. It is almost like following your favorite stars from early independent films to
wildly successful Hollywood blockbusters. Yes, you knew them “when.” But you have the added joy of knowing you helped
them get where they are today.

Sometimes there is magic at the opening of a new flower, as if suddenly a legendary creature has appeared in our presence
and allowed us access to its glories and mysteries. Such was certainly the case when Lycaste Wyld Unicorn 'Unicorn Rose'
HCC/AOS bloomed for the first time. Photographer: Unknown.
— Tom Mirenda has been working professionally with orchids for over three decades. He is an AOS accredited judge and is
the chairman of the American Orchid Society’s Conservation Committee. He recently coauthored The Book of Orchids: A
life-size guide to 600 species from around the world. (email: biophiliak@gmail.com).
UPCOMING WEBINARS
It’s easy to find the scheduled webinars and to register on the AOS website. You’ll find the link under the All About
Orchids tab. If you check there, you will find any webinars that have been scheduled after the production of the monthly
Corner.
American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Dr. Ron McHatton

Wednesday, September 5th, 2018 @ 8:30 PM – 9:30 PM EST
Open to all
Please join Dr. Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society Director of Education and Science Officer, who will discuss a
variety of topics on orchid culture based on questions submitted by attendees. Please send your questions and pictures
to greenhousechat@aos.orgby Sunday, September 2nd.
Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/#register/1589882111136018690
Judging Webinar: Judging the Oncidinae with Ron Midgett Tuesday, September 18th, 2018@ 8:30 PM – 9:30 PM
EST
Members Only
Join noted speaker and orchid breeder, Ron Midgett as he discusses the history and judging trends for this complex group,
the Oncidinae, that have had so many names.
Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8888461185065916675
Note: After registering, you will receive a confirmation e-mail containing information about joining the seminar.

Oncidium Pink Panther 'Elizabeth Grace' AM/AOS; Photographer: Charlie Riner
WHAT ARE WEBINARS? Webinars are an Internet conference where you can hear the speaker and view his
presentation, ask questions, and hear interactions from other members of the audience. You can join either on your computer
or by phone. You can join from anywhere, via your Mac, PC or even your mobile device. Audio is included, so attendees
can phone in or use VoIP (Voice over Internet Protocol). You will need a microphone for your computer to use VoIP.
WANT TO LEARN, BUT CAN’T MAKE THE DATE? The live webinars will be recorded and posted on the AOS
website, where you will find a link allowing you to view the webinars at your convenience.
THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE OF ORCHIDS MAGAZINE will feature great articles and beautiful pictures on:
• Genus of the Month - Chinese Cypripediums: Part 2
• For the Novice - Leaf Reddening - Sign of Stress
• The New Refugium Botanicum – Masdevallia chasei
• A New Habenaria species in town by Leon Glicenstein
• Phaius daenikeri and Alfred Ulrich Daeniker by Rudolf Jenny
• Orchids of Palau by Benjamin Crain
• Orchids on Stamps by M. Lokeswara Rao
• Bulbophyllum carunculatum by Bill Thoms
YOUR SOCIETY CAN EARN FREE AOS MEMBERSHIP EXTENSIONS

Upcoming shows are a good time to encourage new membership to AOS. Affiliated societies can now earn a one-month

extension of their AOS society membership for each new AOS member that they refer (note: membership renewals don’t
count). Make sure to note your Society Affiliation in the comments section of the application.
With twelve new AOS members, your affiliated society can have a FULL YEAR OF FREE AOS membership! Be sure to
have membership applications with your society’s name already filled in and available at your club meetings!
Remember to let your members know, we want to sweeten the deal and give them every possible reason to join AOS
today! If they become an American Orchid Society member, they have considerably more resources at their disposal
making growing orchids even more enjoyable and successful.
Digital Access To Over 350+
past issues of ORCHIDS magazine extending back to 1932!
ALSO FEATURED IN ORCHIDS MAGAZINE!

16-page award gallery of breath taking pictures of recently awarded orchids.

Cattleya Big Dipper 'Mizar' HCC/AOS; Photographer: Ramon de los Santos
RECENT ORCHID AWARDS PICTURES ON THE AOS WEBSITE:

See fabulous pictures of the most breathtakingly beautiful orchids receiving awards from the AOS! Visit the new “Latest
Orchid Awards” page on the AOS website to enjoy these stunning photographs! Click on the thumbnails to see them in
larger format. Free to members and non- members.

Sobralia decora 'Jaxon' AM/AOS; Photographer: Kay Clark
Let’s grow together,
Denise Lucero

American Orchid Society | PO Box 565477 | Miami FL 33256-5477
Telephone: 305-740-2010 | FAX: 305-747-7154

Native Orchid of the Month—September
Habenaria repens
(waterspider bog orchid)
Water-spider orchids (Habenaria repens) appear as onehigh stalks protruding from the surface of plant
On close examination, the stalks are covered with
white flowers that have the sepals and petals together,
into small elongated lobes that are reminiscent of
thus the name.

to two-foot
vegetation.
greenish
but divided
spiders—

Water-spider orchids occur in marshes, wet meadows,
margins of streams, ditches, and ponds; commonly an
aquatic in shallow water and in floating mats alone or
vegetation.

and bogs,
emergent
with other

They spread by runners as well as seeds. They are erect,
growing to one or two feet tall. The leaves are thick and
succulent, two to nine inches long and up to one inch wide.
They are narrowly lance-shaped, tapering to a narrow point.
The most conspicuous part is its stalk is the flowers that occur
at the top of the plant. The small flowers are pale green, up to
3/4 inch across.
Flowering is
summer through
sporadically
April and
Reproducing both sexually and vegetatively via stolons, this orchid
form dense colonies. During the evening and nighttime hours, these
flowers emit a very powerful fragrance, apparently to attract nightmoths.

primarily
fall,
between
December.
will often
orchids'
flying

