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From the President
We will meet this month at our
old
Wilton meeting place, St. James
Episcopal Church Youth Building
on Sunday, September 19th at
2:30 pm with plant entry at 2:00
pm. Members are encouraged to
attend and bring show and tell
plants for consideration. The
meeting will include a brief

Meeting Time & Place
Sunday, September 19, 2021
Plant Entry 2:00 pm
Meeting time 2:30 pm
St. James Episcopal
Youth Building
1546 Albert Street,
Alexandria, LA
No refreshments will be
served.

program on awards given by
Louisiana Judging Center in
2021.
Please consider volunteering at
Louisiana Judging Center as a
clerk on Saturday, September
25th at Westside Regional
Library, Alexandria starting at 11
am.
Wilton Guillory, President
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LJC-August Awards
The following photos are the AOS awards for our judging Saturday August 28,
2021.
We had seven entries and gave three awards, which were all AM awards.
Great job everyone even though a hurricane was headed our way. Pandemic or
Hurricane we keep on trucking.
Wilton

Vanda Ploenpit Blue ‘Anna Claire’ AM/AOS Eron Borne’s plant

Clowesetum Black Jade ‘Antkaren’ AM/AOS 83 pts.
Karen Armstrong’s plant

Phal Valentinii ‘Louisiana’ AM/AOS 81 points
Al Taylor’s plant

23rd World Orchid Conference and Show Is Postponed
3/4/2020 12:00:00 AM
In order to protect the WOC participants and visitors to the orchid show from
contracting the COVID-19, The City of Taichung announced to postpone the
“23rd World Orchid Conference and Show”, which was scheduled for March 918, 2020 at the former Flower Expo site in Waipu, Taichung, Taiwan.
The city government of Taichung said, “although tremendous efforts have been
placed on organizing the orchid conference and show and plenty has been done
to keep everyone safe, in light of a possible disease spread and to comply with
the national policy to contain the virus, the City of Taichung and Taiwan Orchid
Growers Association have jointly decided to postpone this event to a later time
in 2020 after the COVID-19 has subsided.”
“It took many years of efforts to secure the right to host the World Orchid
Conference”, said the Agriculture Bureau of the City of Taichung which is the
WOC sponsor. The City further stressed that “Due to health concerns and to
comply with the national healthy emergency policy, following extensive
deliberations, we decided to postpone this long anticipated major orchid event.
We do recognize the difficulties for those who have nearly completed their
orchid exhibits as a result of the postponement. We hope that WOC 2020 will
soon be resumed later in the year after the threat of COVID-19 no longer exists.”

Oklahoma Orchid Society's "Bewitched by Orchids" OOS/SWROGA Show & Sale
October 2 - 3, 2021Contact

Douglas Needham
610-563-8988
oos_showchair@okorchidsociety.org

Location
Will Rogers Gardens Exhibition Center, 3400 NW 36th Street, Oklahoma City, OK 73112

Miami Orchid Society's "Tamiami International Orchid Festival"
October 1 - 3, 2021

Contact
Martin Motes
305-282-7520
info@tamiamiorchidfestival.com

Location
Redland Fruit and Spice Park, 18701 SW 248 St, Homestead, FL 33031
Miami Orchid Society's "Tamiami International Orchid Festival" is being held October 1 - 3, 2021 at
the Redland Fruit and Spice Park, 18701 SW 248 St, Homestead, FL 33031.
Judging begins on September 30, 2021 at 10 AM.
Additional information: www.orchidfestival.com
____________________________________________________________________________________

Upcoming Webinars
https://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
Our next webinar...

Thursday, September 2nd, 2021
830 PM EDT
Greenhouse Chat September 2021
Orchid Q&A

Monthly Checklist for September
and October
Cattleya
Despite the shortening days and lowering angle of the sun, September can still be one of the hottest
months. Water and fertilizer need to be in balance with heat and light. The alert grower will notice,
however, that his or her plants are beginning to slow down a bit. Growths are maturing, and the
sheaths are giving the promise of the next six-months' bloom.
Check plants for potting needs for the last time this season. Any in dire need should be potted, even
some that may be on the cusp, as there is just enough of the growing season left to allow the plants
to establish before the days start to get really short and cold.
This is the month for purples derived from Cattleya labiata breeding to flower. If you are short on
flowers, look into this group. There is nothing that can quite match this type for beauty and fragrance.
They are easy to grow, too.
Plants summered outdoors should begin to be prepared to be brought back into the winter growing
area. Clean the plants up and be on the lookout for any pests they may have picked up during the
summer. Treat as necessary.

Cycnoches chlorochilon, the green swan orchid.

Cycnoches
This little-known and under-appreciated genus, which can have male or female flowers, is at its best
in the autumn. Two of the spectacular varieties are Cycnoches loddigesii, with its large brown flowers
resembling a prehistoric bird, and Cycnoches chlorochilon, the swan orchid. This last one has large,
fragrant green flowers. The biggest problem, culturally, will be red spider mite infestations that require
immediate attention. Plants are quite seasonal, requiring heavy watering in the growing season and
then a drier dormant winter season.

Cymbidium
Summer can be the most rewarding season for cymbidiums. Growths should be coming strong now.
The leaves of the new growths are best when they are broad and fairly stiff. The color should be a
light green to nearly yellow. Early flowering varieties should be showing flower spikes, so move the
plants into a cooler area with lower light. For mid-season varieties, lower the dosage of nitrogen to
assist in spike initiation.

Dendrobium Burana Stripe is a popular and easy phalaenopsis-type hybrid.

Dendrobium
This is a good season for hybrids of the Dendrobium phalaenopsis and Dendrobium canaliculatum
types. Both are capable of putting on tremendous shows of long-lasting flowers. Fertilize with a lownitrogen formula to promote the best flowers. Dendrobium phalaenopsis can get tall and top heavy,
suggesting an attractive and heavy container would be appropriate for this type.

Rhynchostele bictoniensis
Both Rhynchostele bictoniensis and its hybrids bloom in this season. Rhynchostele bictoniensis,
formerly known as Lemboglossum, Odontoglossum) is a showy species from Mexico that has three
different color forms: sulphureum (green with white lip), album (brown with white lip) and roseum
(brown with a pink lip). It is a vigorous grower with tall inflorescences of many flowers, and imparts to
its progeny (as seen in Odcdm. Bittersweet and Odm. bicross) ease of culture, warmth tolerance and
eye-catching patterns. They make a prime candidate for odontoglossum beginners and advanced
alike.

Paphiopedilum
Standard, green-leaved paphiopedilums begin to show their bloom sheaths this month. Late-season
heat waves can blast these early sheaths, so be observant about proper cooling and air circulation.
As with the rest of your plants that may have been summered outdoors, it is time to prepare for their
move inside. Clean each plant and implement pest-control practices. Repotting, if necessary, is
appropriate.

Phalaenopsis
The bulk of this season's growth is being ripened this month, with growers in cooler climates seeing
the first emerging inflorescences. Some night heating may be necessary in the cooler areas. Begin to
watch watering more carefully, and reduce feeding proportionately with reduced watering needs. An
extra dose of phosphorus and potassium, such as a bloom-booster or high-acid-type fertilizer, is
beneficial.

Rossioglossum grande shows off its large, dramatic flowers.

Rossioglossum grande
Once known as Odontoglossum grande, this is a spectacular orchid with six to eight flowers up to 8
inches across. Often known as the tiger orchid, it has bright golden yellow flowers heavily marked
with chestnut brown barring. The plants are beautiful with a grey-green cast to the foliage, which is
borne on succulent pseudobulbs. It prefers hot and wet summers with cooler, even down to 40 F, dry
winters. Grow under filtered light. Watch for snails and slugs that eat the flowers, pseudobulbs and
leaves.
The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay.
Taken from
https://www.aos.org/orchids/seasonal-orchid-care/september-october-checklist.aspx

Native Orchid of the Month—September
Habenaria repens
(waterspider bog orchid)
Water-spider orchids (Habenaria repens) appear as one- to two-foot high
stalks protruding from the surface of plant vegetation. On close
examination, the stalks are covered with greenish white flowers that have
the sepals and petals together, but divided into small elongated lobes that
are reminiscent of spiders—thus the name.
Water-spider orchids occur in marshes, wet meadows, and bogs, margins
of streams, ditches, and ponds; commonly an emergent aquatic in shallow
water and in floating mats alone or with other vegetation.
They spread by runners as well as seeds. They are erect, growing to one or two feet tall. The leaves are thick
and succulent, two to nine inches long and up to one inch wide. They are narrowly lance-shaped, tapering to a
narrow point. The most conspicuous part is its stalk is the
flowers that occur at the top of the plant. The small flowers
are pale green, up to 3/4 inch across.
Flowering is primarily summer through fall, sporadically
between April and December.
Reproducing both sexually and
vegetatively via stolons, this
orchid will often form dense
colonies. During the evening
and nighttime hours, these
orchids' flowers emit a very powerful fragrance, apparently to attract nightflying moths.

Can’t say it often enough, but this month we are going to ask that our affiliates promote membership in the American
Orchid Society to their individual members. There are always good reasons to become a member of the AOS. Some of
them are highlighted in this newsletter frequently.
I want to draw your attention to why your society members should be excited about becoming an AOS member right
now.
HAVE YOU VISITED THE OrchidMarketplace.com ?

View this quick video to see how it all works.

Although The Orchid Marketplace™ is a curated collection of the world's top orchid, and related product vendors that
offer a minimum 5% discount to ALL active AOS members, it is accessible to all orchid fanciers whether or not they are
members. You will want to encourage everyone to browse this program often to look for Orchids, Jewelry, Books,
Potting Media and more!
When members sign up for a two-year AOS membership they get $30 off a minimum $100 purchase from each Elite
Partner (terms and conditions may apply). Urge your society members to become AOS members now to take advantage
of this new member benefit.
This new, improved program will replace the Orchid Source Directory. It is designed to be mobile friendly, and fully
searchable by keyword/genus, location, or featured products. https://marketplace.aos.org/

AFFILIATED SOCIETY BENEFIT BONUS
There is sure to be an AOS membership level to fit the needs of each society member.
Membership in the AOS is a win-win for your society, and for the American Orchid Society.
The Affiliated Societies Committee exists because you exist.

EARN AOS MEMBERSHIP EXTENSIONS FOR YOUR SOCIETY
Affiliated Societies can earn a one-month extension on their AOS society membership for each new individual AOS
member they recruit. If you start now, with twelve new AOS members, your Affiliated Society can obtain a FULL FREE
YEAR OF AOS membership! Be sure and advise new members to note their society affiliation in the comments section
online at checkout or on the printed membership form.
https://www.aos.org/AOS/media/Content-Images/PDFs/AOSJoinForm2020.pdf
AOS Representatives, please remember to let your society members know that we want to sweeten the deal and give
them every possible reason to join AOS today! Once they become an American Orchid Society member, they have
considerably more resources available to help make orchid growing enjoyable and successful. Though it is a highlight,
there is more to membership than a magazine subscription. https://secure.aos.org/join/new-membership
Individual society membership and AOS Membership are not the same. Although affiliated, each requires separate
membership dues and benefits may vary.

DID YOU KNOW? The AOS website calendar is getting populated with orchids shows and events once again. Here are a
couple of important reminders to get your show judging underway. A show application must be processed and paid for
before it is added to the AOS website.
Get your SHOW APPLICATION here: Log on to aos.org and LOOK for About Us Tab. Click the drop-down menu. FIND and
select Affiliated Societies. Go To FORMS in the left column. Select Request AOS Judging for a Show. It is a fillable format
PDF.
https://www.aos.org/AOS/media/Content-Images/PDFs/ShowApp-Effective0418.pdf.
If paying by check, send your check to the PO Box on the application form.
Your application must be signed by your judging center chair.
You may pay for your event online through the website store. You can find the payment page for show judging under
the Orchid Awards and Judging Drop down menu. If paying through the website, please remember to sign on with your
society account information so it is credited properly. Enter your order number on the application before it is submitted
to your judging center chair. https://secure.aos.org/categories/65

AFFILIATED SOCIETY RESPONSIBILITIES From - The Handbook on Judging
3.9 Judging Centers and Affiliated Societies
1) Affiliated Societies in the area served by a judging center must provide financial and administrative support for
operation of the center.
2) AOS approval of judging at shows, events, or as outreach (both domestic and international) must be obtained from
the society's center.
3) Affiliated Societies may change the center serving them by proposing a transfer to and being approved by the chair of
the new center, and notification of the former center. If the new center's chair disapproves, the decision may be
appealed to the JC.
4) New societies requesting affiliation with the AOS will indicate the judging center they intend to support and be
served by in their application for affiliation.
Find more information about orchid judging here: https://www.aos.org/orchid-awards-judging/judging-handbook.aspx

Reprint: TOM'S MONTHLY CHECKLIST - SEPTEMBER: BACK TO REALITY
By: Thomas Mirenda
Summer Vacation Inspires for an Active Autumn Growing Season
It has been a most interesting summer here at the Smithsonian Institution, with many international visitors, new
collaborations, recently issued institutional mandates (such as the Challenge to Understand and Sustain a Biodiverse
Planet; see https://ssec.si.edu/biodiversity ), and the enthusiasm and energy of summer interns, as well as a little time
for vacation or work-related travel. I was fortunate to attend a cutting-edge botanical conference in August in Australia
and subsequently venture into the spring wildflower displays just beginning in the west of that vastly different
continent. While we are all familiar with the unique Australian fauna, I found the plants to be equally foreign and, for
me, new. It reminded me how many things I do not know and have not yet learned despite my age, experience, and
wrinkles. It was also a humbling experience being in the company of some of the world’s brilliant botanists, all friendly
and engaging. But my insecurities about the cavernous gaps in my knowledge made me feel a wee bit ignorant,
inadequate, and intimidated. Have you been there? I must say that it was also an honor.
I like to think that such experiences give us personal growth and make us better at our jobs because they add to the
experiences we can share. I plan on sharing some of what I learned with all of you. September has arrived and for many
of us, students, and professionals alike, it is time to buckle down and resume business as usual, attack some of our new
challenges and use some of the things we have learned over the summer. Similarly, with the cooler weather coming,
many orchids, stifled by the high summer heat, are making another burst of growth as more temperate, nurturing
conditions prevail.
THEY GROW ON YOU Because most of the orchids we cultivate descended from epiphytic species from tropical forests,
early autumn temperatures — naturally cooler, especially at night — more greatly mimic those of the natural
environment of many orchids. This month presents an opportunity to gain a bit more growth due to the optimal
conditions available. Use of a balanced fertilizer (equal parts N-P-K or nitrogen-phosphorus-potassium) in half- or
quarter-strength early this month will help your plants achieve mature pseudobulbs. Strong pseudobulbs, canes and
other growths are the key to generating strong, sturdy, multifloral inflorescences.
TAPERING OFF Keep careful watch of your plants this month. Even though they are still growing, with the gradual
shortening of day lengths, some photoperiod-dependent plants are starting to slow down, and spikes may start to
appear on several popular groups, among them catasetums, phalaenopsis, labiata-type cattleyas and standard, hard
cane-type dendrobiums. When these signs come into view, plant growth has often suspended, and reduced watering
will be necessary. Pick up such plants and check their weight to be sure they are not getting waterlogged at this critical
time.
SMOOTH TRANSITIONS This is not to say that you must suddenly change your care regimen. Just as you gradually
acclimated plants to summer heat, or new conditions when you moved them outdoors, reducing your watering in
autumn should be done gradually over several weeks. If your orchids have spent the summer outside, and you live in a
harsh winter area, it is certainly time to prepare the interior growing space. Before plants are brought back in, make sure
all surfaces have been cleaned and sterilized, and that all heaters and circulating fans are functional. It is much better to
find out the heater does not work properly now than on a frosty night in mid-October when it may be too late.

HITCHIN’A RIDE Do not bring fauna inside with your flora. September is your last chance to eradicate any pests that may
be harboring in among your plants. Even if you do not see any obvious signs of parasites, sometimes a cautionary
spraying or insecticidal drench may be in order. Neem oil is often a good choice to spray this time of year because it is
mild and will suffocate most living pests as well as render them unable to reproduce. Best to use any oil products,
however on a cool or cloudy day to avoid burning foliage.
— Tom Mirenda has been working professionally with orchids for over three decades and is the past chair of the AOS
Conservation Committee. He is an AOS accredited judge in the Hawaii Center (email: biophiliak@gmail.com)
ORCHIDS Magazine (aos.org) https://www.aos.org/about-us/orchids-magazine.aspx
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OrchidPro Features Did you know you that besides reviewing the one hundred most current awards, you can also
find your orchid family tree and lots of other neat information about the orchids you grow? OrchidPro is an AOS
membership benefit. Log on to the AOS website and select OrchidPro from the drop-down menu. Explore the world of
orchids.

REGISTRATION REQUIRED: http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
Cannot make it on the scheduled date or time? No need to worry. Register anyhow!
Webinar announcements are posted to Facebook,
Instagram and in the AOS Corner of your Affiliated Society’s newsletter.
We record the webinars, and they are available to view at your leisure.
GREENHOUSE CHAT Webinars are indexed by topic for future viewing.
Send your Greenhouse Chat questions and photos to: greenhousechat@aos.org
Do you have an idea for a webinar? Is there a group of orchids you would like to learn more about? Maybe you have
knowledge that you would like to share with other orchid growers. The Education Committee is always looking for
webinar content and presenters. Please contact Cheryl Erins with your webinar suggestion and ideas, or to find out
how you can present a webinar. cerins10812@comcast.net

Nominations for AOS Conservation Awards
From the Chair of the Conservation Committee, Charles Wilson
Do you know someone or an agency or society who has done something notable in the interest of orchid
conservation? You have the opportunity to nominate them for recognition for their efforts!



The Philip E. Keenan Award was established to recognize and reward individuals, groups, or Affiliated Societies,
for outstanding work in the field of orchid conservation, restricted to North America.
The AOS Conservation Recognition Award was similarly established to recognize and reward individuals, groups,
or Affiliated Societies, worldwide for outstanding work in the field of orchid conservation.
Two first place awards may be given in each category each year for $500.00 and two second place awards for
$250.00.

The application period for both of these awards has been extended to 1 December 2021.
https://www.aos.org/about-us/orchid-research/conservation-awards.aspx
Application for these prestigious awards should include a nomination statement, a short biography of the proposed
recipient when it concerns an individual's efforts, or a short history of the nominated group, organization, or Affiliated
Society. A concise description (no more than two pages) of the project or endeavor and its effectiveness must be
submitted along with the nomination. Several photographs of the conservation work should be included, as well as no
more than three letters of recommendation from individuals who are familiar with the work.
The Conservation Committee is hopeful that we can feature these projects in regular articles in Orchids as a reward for
the recipients’ good work and to encourage conservation efforts. Nominations or questions should be sent
to Conservation_committee@aos.org.

As the world's foremost authority on orchids and orchid growing, the AOS has the opportunity to support vital conservation projec
and abroad.

In 2019 alone, the AOS supported five (5) conservation projects involving local community-based organizations around the world.
endeavors included the creation and support of an orchid reserve in Colombia, to supporting students in Peru who are trying to m
orchid reserve coexist with agriculture in their village.
Donations to the AOS may be earmarked specifically for Conservation through the AOS website.
https://secure.aos.org/donate

If you would like to spotlight an issue or share news with other affiliated societies, we welcome your input. Let us know what
you would like to see in this newsletter! If there is something within your society that is working extremely well – let’s share it
here. If there is something you could use help with – let us know. By chance, another affiliate may be able to offer a solution,
or want to try something you have achieved. Your contributions are critical to bringing fresh, timely content to this publication
each month. Please send your questions, solutions, and submissions for the AOS Corner
to eileenh@aos.org or askmasc@verizon.net

Thanks for meeting me down at the Corner!
Eileen Hector, AOS Corner - Affiliated Societies Newsletter Editor

American Orchid Society | PO Box 565477 | Miami FL 33256-5477
Telephone: 305-740-2010 | FAX: 305-747-7154

